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Members are requested to carefully read the announcements 
appearing on this page, as no further intimation of meetings and 
other arrangements will be sent out. 

DECEMBER MEETING. 

A meeting will be held at 4.30 p.m. on Wednesday, Decem- 
ber 14th, at West Ham Central Library, Romford Road, E., 
when, after an inspection of the newly opened premises of the 
Library and Institute, Mr. Cotgreave will kindly entertain the 
members to tea at 6 p.m. Ladies are invited, as well as sub- 
scribers to the journal. At 7 p.m. Mr. Cotgreave will read a 
paper on ‘“ Library Publications, with special reference to Subject 
Indexes,” Mr. Z. Moon, of Leyton, in the chair, and those who 
are unable to attend earlier may then be able to be present. 
Trains from Fenchurch Street or Liverpool Street to Stratford 
Station (G.E.R.) 

At this meeting will be elected two committee-men; the 
ballot papers with the names of all duly nominated candidates 
are sent out to members herewith, and may be returned by post 
or handed in at the meeting. 

JANUARY MEETING. 

A meeting will be held at 8 p,m. on Wednesday, January 
11th, at St. Saviour’s Public Library, S.E., when Mr. A. J. Philip 
(Hampstead), will read a paper to open a discussion on ‘“ Classi- 
fication.” 


L.A.A. DINNER. 

Unfortunately, the exigencies of a punctual publication 
department make it impossible for an account of the dinner 
which was given last evening to appear here. In the January 
number an account will be given, but impatient readers will find 
in next week’s London a description of the function, together 
with an illustration of the design of the menu card. This was 
especially drawn by Mr. Herbert Jones, Chief Librarian of Ken- 
sington, the designer of the menus for the second International 
Conference, the Library Association, and the Municipal Officers’ 
Association dinners, who has presented the engraved block to 
the L.A.A. The block was made with a view to its use on other 
occasions than the dinner, and will later adorn the cover of this 
journal, 
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MEMORANDUM AS TO BRANCHES. 


The following Memorandum has been drawn up by the Committee 
as a guide to those who are seeking to form branches of the 
Association. It is mainly tentative, and has not yet, perhaps, t/s 
final shape, but should experience prove it useful, at the next annual 
meeting it will be submitted as an addition to the rules of the 
Association. 





1. That it is desirable, where possible, to organise meetings 
for educational and other purposes in centres outside 
London. 


2. That the best way to procure such meetings will be by 
the formation of branch associations by the Library 
Assistants of a particular district, who shall elect their 
own committee of not less than five members, and who 
shall have the sole control of all local matters, but who 
shall be bound by the L.A.A. rules. 


3. ‘That members electing to join a branch shall pay their 
subscription to the same, and the treasurer of the 
branch shall pay to the treasurer of the L.A.A. an 
agreed amount for the cost of sending to all members 
copies post free of the Association’s official journal, 
notices, &c. 

N.B.—While the subscription to the Association is 2s. 6d, for junior and 
5s, for senior members, the local treasurer shall pay to the treasurer 
of the L.A.A. from each and every sum so received 2s, for a junior 
member and 3s. 6d. for a senior member. 

4. That whenever possible a space shall be allotted in the 
official journal for announcements and accounts of 
branch meetings. 


5. That no branch shall be formed without the sanction of 
the L.A.A. Committee, or of the annual meeting, and 
that the area of the district proposed for a branch shall 
be not too large, so that members may attend a central 
place of meeting at a small travelling expense. 


6. That no application for the formation of a branch be 
considered by the L.A.A. Committee unless 10 or more 
members in the proposed district signify in writing a 
wish that such branch be formed. 





Adopted provisionally at a Meeting of the L.A.A. Committee 
held at Old Brompton Road, on Wednesday, 16th November, 1898, 
and ordered to be printed. 


HENRY OGLE, Chairman L.A.A. 
B. L. DYER, Hon. Sec. L.A.A. 


J. F. HOGG, Hon. Sec. Branches’ Committee. 
Battersea Public Library, Lavender Hill, S.W. 
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NOVEMBER MEETING. 

A meeting was held at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, November 9th, 
in the “‘ Burton”’ Room of the Kensington Library, High Street, 
W. Mr. F. M. Roberts, Librarian of St. George-in-the-East, in 
the chair, and thirty-one members present. The Chairman 
opened the proceedings by saying that he had much pleasure in 
declaring that Mr. Henry Ogle had been unanimously elected 
Chairman of the L.A.A. for the present session. The Hon. Sec 
announced that two vacancies now occurred in the Committee, 
and asked for nominations, the election to take place at the 
December meeting. The Chairman then called on Mr. Ogle for 
his paper on ‘‘ Book Buying.” ‘This, Mr. Ogle explained, was not 
an endeavour to cover the whole ground, but rather a series of 
jottings on several aspects of the subject as heads for a discussion 
It opened with a consideration of the question of economy in 
book buying. In making up lists of books which it is necessary 
to buy, the trained organiser of a new library should consider 
the amount of money available for the purpose. Taking the 
average price per volume in the Lending Department at say 
from 2s. to 4s., the approximate total number of volumes to be 
acquired can be fixed, and then the number to be appropriated 
to each class of works. A provisional scheme having thus been 
arranged, the next work is the making of a list of the particular 
books selected for each class preparatory to acquiring them 
The choice of the books may be made in several ways, but there 
is one experience invaluable to such work, and that is an 
acquaintance with the books in the library where one is trained 
the little-used equally with the well-used. Not that it is desir 
able that all the books in the library Alma Mater should be 
bought now. A certain amount of ephemeral literature must b 
placed in the library when it is published, but which loses its 
use with the progress of time. Scientific works are in many 
cases soon superseded, and fiction is not the only other class in 
which the finger of time is at work. Every subject has its 
popular ‘‘ writers of the hour’’ whose fames are obliterated in a 
few years. 

The lists and reviews of new books and new editions must 
be scanned in order to keep abreast of current literature, and to 
note what is worth adding to the stock. 

Armed with such knowledge publishers’ catalogues and the 
shelves of second-hand booksellers may be examined with 
freedom. Itis usual to have an agreement with a bookseller for 
the supply of new books, who may be local or not as circuinstances 
dictate. The employment of a local tradesman is sometimes 
insisted upon by the library authority. Having more money to 
spend, the larger library districts can sometimes obtain 
better terms than the smaller ones. It may be found that a 
more favourable arrangement can be made with booksellers situ- 
ated near the great centres of publication by libraries in the 
suburbs, or in most provincial places. Special allowance should 
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be made in respect of books which are published at net prices 
upon which the trade discount varies considerably. The careful 
observation which should be bestowed upon the prices of books 
in their various editions, net or otherwise, is well repaid in the 
ability to check in detail the invoices of consignments, which 
sometimes contain hasty errors. In the item of carriage small 
sums may be saved by sending a large order at once, instead of 
several small ones successively, and it is only fair to consider 
the bookseller when he has the carriage to pay. Newly-published 
books may be had on approval under some conditions, but most 
librarians prefer to decide, before ordering, what books they will 
keep. The lists of books necessary to stock the library will 
contain some which can only be obtained second-hand, and 
many which can be economically bought thus. The study of 
second-hand booksellers’ lists is, it will be usually conceded, a 
dry one, unless there is a prospect of using the knowledge so 
gained in a practical manner, but even if the book buying be in 
the more or less ‘dim and distant future,”’ that object should 
stimulate the occasional perusal of the ‘lista of the more 
prominent second-hand booksellers, and of such of the 
others as time can be found for. Here Clegg’s ‘ Directory 
of Second-hand Booksellers” will be found useful. In this 
way it may be learnt what subject each man makes a 
speciality of. Some go in for the more expensive books, some for 
books on art, some for theology, and others are all-round dealers, 
having separate lists for some of the subjects dealt in. Personal 
acquaintance should be established with the booksellers it is 
desired chiefly to deal with, and it sometimes admits of a give- 
and-take in the matter of discounts and books on approval. It 
is @common practice when about to proceed on a book-buying 
expedition to send notice to those booksellers who are likely to 
have the class of books required, and they will endeavour to 
facilitate the personal inspection. On the other hand book- 
sellers will, if desired, send notice of the acquirement of special 
books, and the librarian can then examine them. The constant 
perusal of second-hand lists enables the purchaser to check the 
prices put upon books, and it is needless to say that experience 
has sometimes to be paid for in this department as well as in 
others. The sooner the practice begins, the better for efficiency. 

“* Remainders ”’ are a not unimportant factor in the book trade. 
Portions of editions of books, either because they will not sell, or 
for some other reason, are thrown upon the market at figures 
which sometimes look absolutely ridiculous, and very good bargains 
may sometimes be picked up. Remainder lists should be examined 
with a determination not to buy unless the book is known apart 
from the description given, however accurate that may be. The 
edition of the book sold may have been superseded, or be out of 
date, a fact which is not advertised in the lists, 

Public sales of books are not, I believe, usually of much use 
to public libraries, as the “ lots ’’ are arranged in such an arbi- 
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trary manner that a useful selection cannot often be made, and 
it is, moreover, an invidious and risky undertaking to bid against 
the trade. 

Books out of print are occasionally required, and if not 
found in the current second-hand lists, a bookseller should be 
requested to report or secure the next good copy that he meets 
with, indicating to him a limit of price. Another method is to 
advertise in one of the periodicals where columns of such wants 
can be seen. 

There is a region in book-buying which is not often visited 
by public libraries. This is the sphere of first editions of books 
which have attained fabulous prices ; of immense works, perhaps 
of a sporting character, with coloured plates, in ever so many 
volumes, and costing ever so many more guineas ; of wonderful 
books illustrating in colours the costumes of every nation under 
the sun ; of county histories fully illustrated, in several tomes, 
each containing untold pages. A few times in its career, how- 
ever, the public library is initiated even into this exalted region ; 
and the annual volumes of Book Sales, the catalogues, stretching 
back for inany years, of Barnard Quaritch and other select 
second-hand booksellers, which have become standard works in 
this department of the trade, and other similar guides then 
become the stay of the eager ‘purchaser. 

The discussion was opened by Mr. Peddie, who compared 
linglish aud German second-hand book lists to the advantage of 
the latter, which were perfect bibliographies, the booksellers being 
specialists to an extent unknown in England. He recommended 
a study of bibliographies when book-buying, mentioning several, 
and as a specimen of an admirable list of books on one subject 
the Fabian Society’s list of works on Sociology, ‘‘ What to Read,” 
of which a new edition was in preparation. Mr. McDouall advo- 
cated the use of a good general list, as Sonnenscheins’ ‘* Best 
Books,” and ‘ Reader's Guide.” Mr. Chambers spoke on the 
second-hand books question, and pointed out that money could 
be better invested by purchasing these rather than new books. 
Mr. Ward said that many librarians were fond of bargains, and 
they would go to their committees and say they had bought so 
inany books at such an average price. Now, really good books 
cost money, and to get as low an average price as was sometimes 
quoted it meant either no good books were purchased, or that a 
makeweight of rubbish was bought to bring the averagedown. Mr. 
W. B. May claiming to speak as one who knew the book-selling 
trade well, protested that there were as good booksellers in 
England as in Germany, and warned purchasers of books 
against auction-room buying. He gave a description of the 
methods of book dealers in “ knock outs,” and of how amateur 
buyers are ‘run up,” and concluded by recommending the 
selection of honest firms of booksellers and keeping to them 
for general books, while consulting the catalogues as a check on 
their prices. Mr. Dyer attacked the practice of librarians in 
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purchasing review copies of books, defaced with various stamps 
embossed or impressed, and also with pencil marks, &c. 
considering that ratepayers might well ask him how money 
came to be expended on books marked ‘with the Publisher's 
compliments.” He considered it an injustice to the author 
that public money should be spent on books that are given away 
not sold, and that booksellers should not be allowed to sell these 
books any more than Baron Tauchnitz’s publications. Mr. Wood 
strongly supported the purchase of review copies, as the stamps 
did not matter; did not libraries themselves deface books ? and did 
an extra defacement matter? What a librarian wanted was cheay 
books, and review copies were cheap, and new, and good ; therefor: 
these should be bought. Mr. Thorne and Mr. Vellenoweth defende:! 
the exclusion of these cheap, but defaced books, the latter asking 
how readers could be forbidden to make pencil marks, &c., in books 
already so marked, as review copies often were. Mr. Roberts 
congratulated the Association on its good meeting, on the paper 
and on the good attendance. It was the first time he had taken 
the chair, and he hoped to be allowed to take it again—at ever 
bigger meetings. He was about to buy books himself, and he had 
made some notes that he hoped would be useful. As he wanted 
new books, cheap books, and many books, he should buy second- 
hand ones, and review copies if possible. 

Mr. Vellenoweth then moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Ogle 
which was seconded by Mr. Thorne. and Mr. Ogle replied, 
thanking the Association for unanimously electing him as chair 
man, and for listening to his paper, which had provoked a most 
interesting discussion. 

Mr. Chambers moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Roberts, it 
was seconded by Mr. Harris, and Mr. Roberts suitably replied. 

Mr. Pickard then moved, and Mr. Wood seconded ths 
following resolution: “That the thanks of this Association b 
accorded to Mr. Herbert Jones, librarian of Kensington, for per- 
mission to use this room to-night, and for the kind provision of 
refreshments.” This was carried unanimously. The secretary 
then made the usual announcements, and the business of the 
meeting terminated. a 
“THE LIBRARY” AND “THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT. 

The editor of ‘ The Library’ has added yet one more kind- 
ness to the many which he has shewn to this journal. In his 
November issue he says of this paper :— 

“As an idea we thought well of it. and on its appearance thought sti! 
more of it, and now that it has continued to appear regularly month by 
month with most exemplary punctuality we may express a sincere hope that 
it has come to stay. Its aims were certainly ambitious, but it has succeeded 
in living up to them, with, perhaps, one minor objection. According to its 
preliminary announcement it was to be “in fullest sympathy with the efforts 
of the L A.” Perhaps the writer meant aims, for on more than one occasio1 
we have observed it has severely criticised the efforts made by the paren: 
association to provide the means of education for assistants, However, th 
best of committees and the best of organisers are none the worse for a little 
wholesome criticism, and probably the Education Committee . . has had t 
thank the journal . . for valuable hints. ... In our opinion the Library 
Assistant has emphatically justified its existence. .. .” 
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While the Journal Committee are much indebted for this 
kindly notice, they would state that the use of the word efforts 
in the preliminary circular was of purpose. The aims of the 
Education Committee to educate all comers in theoretical 
librarianship the official organ of the L.A.A. could not be in 
sympathy with, The efforts made to educate assistants have 
always met with sympathy, and have had wide advertisement in 
our columns. That we have criticised, and that we have made 
suggestions is true, but that we have not spared praise nor spared 
credit where due is also true. May the profession long have its 
two organs and its two associations, and may each year bring 
closer the bonds of paternal and filial affection that now unite 
the two associations. 


HEARTH AND HOME! 


The “ New Zealand Observer” of September 3rd contains an 
advertisement stating that the Auckland City Council requires a 
Lady Assistant for the library. Salary £60 p.a. Canvassing 
prohibited. 

The same journal, of September 10th, has this paragraph : 

‘*Tt is a notable fact that all the young lady assistants in the Library 
have in due course retired owing to their accepting a post in ‘another place’ 
as ‘ome secretary. The young fellows go into the lending library for a 
book, and then they want to turn over a new leaf. So do the girls,’ 

Our antipodean contemporary, of September 17th, indulges 
in a series of laughable sketches depicting the Town Councillors 
buttonholed (with bouquets) ; the Town Clerk buried in applica- 
tions; the canvassing of a new councillor; the disgust of a 
slighted former councillor ; the toilet of a councillor for the 
selection ; and last, but not least, the requisition of a certificate 
from a councillor that the Council and officials were ‘‘ modest 
men of good morals” by a fair candidate! 

Honorary Memprer,—At the last meeting of the Committee 
Mr.8. J. Clarke, Librarian of Penge, and formerly of Newington, 
Chelsea, and Cheltenham Libraries, was, in recognition of his 
many and valuable services on the Committee of the L.A.A., 
elected an honorary member. 

New Mebmprrs.—At the same meeting were elected :— 
Seniors: C. Clerk, 8. A. Hatcher, and C. Whitwell (West Ham) ; 
Juniors: F. J. P. Burgoyne (Battersea), P. Roberts (Kensington), 
A. Castle, J. T. Wright (Newington), Miss L. M. Potter (Oldham) 
Miss A. M. J. Steed, Miss A. M. Thomas (Shoreditch), E. T 
Dowden, H. W. Fretten, J. A. Holland, and Oswald McDougall 
(West Ham). 

Note.—The Editor regrets that in the September number the name of Miss 
A, BE. Price (Bristol) was inadvertently included among the neu 
members. 

Doxation.—The Treasurer has received a donation of £1 1s 
for the journal from Mr. A. H. Carter. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 

[The Editor solicits expressions of opinion on all matters of 
interest to the profession, but does not hold himself responsible for 
the views or opinions of correspondents. ] 

CAN AN ASSISTANT BECOME A MEMBER OF THE 
L.A., OR MUST HE BE AN ASSOCIATE? 
Dear Mr. Eprror, 

Can you tell me, through your editorial columns, if a 
library assistant can become a member of the L.A., and the 
method? Must he become an associate first ? 

What steps should an associate take to become a member, 
and what are the advantages of nembership ? 

Can a person other than a member of a library committee, 
a librarian, or a library assistant, become a member ? 

What is the most usual definition of a library assistant— 
does it mean any paid employé of a library authority who is not 
a caretaker or a messenger, and who, of course, is not the chief 
officer ? 

Yours truly, 
MEMBER L.A.A, 

[To properly answer your first three questions would be to 
print the whole charter of the L.A., but I would advise you to 
write to the Hon. Sec. L.A., Mr. F. Pacy, 160, Buckingham 
Palace Road, 8.W., for a copy of the charter and an application 
form at once. ‘Any person interested in the objects of thé 
association may be elected a member,” and library assistants ought 
to be interested in the objects of the association if they are not. 
That the charter subsequently says, ‘ Library assistants are 
eligible for election as associates,” does not mean that they are 
only so eligible. Associates ‘‘ enjoy all the privileges of members 
except that they shall not vote or hold office,” and they pay a half 
instead of one guinea a year. But library assistants who are 
well advised will study economy in other things, and pay the 
larger sum, thus securing a voice in the manegement of their 
own profession’s organisation. While the butcher, the baker, 
and the candlestick maker has a vote for the Council, assistants 
should see that they also have votes. 

The election for ‘‘ inembers and associates in each case shall be 
the same, viz., a proposal giving the candidate's name and qualifica- 
tion, and signed by two fellows or members, shall be submitted to 
the Council, and if the proposal be approved by the Council the 
candidate shall be balloted for at the next ensuing mecting of the 
association, the name of the candidate being given on the notice 
convening the meeting. A simple majority of those present shall 
suffice to elect any candidate.” The Council has never been 
known to refuse a bond-fide assistant. 

An associate desiring to become a member should have a 
nomination form filled up, and be balloted for in the usual way. 
There is no entrance fee to pay. 
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Your final question is a difficult one to answer; there is no 
usual definition, and while the charter of the L.A. says “library 
assistants’? may become associates it takes for granted the 
definition. Some chief librarians act also as caretakers ; some 
assistants do. Some of the heads of the library world are at 
least nominally assistant librarians. Some so-styled chief 
librarians are practically assistants to the clerk of the Library 
Committee. Some caretakers also act as assistants, and some 
caretakers are practically librarians. And all this in public 
institutions without a consideration of the many and varied 
grades of assistants in private and subscription libraries | 

I will give to the member of the L.A.A., or subscriber to this 
journal, who sends what the Journal Committee may consider 
the best short definition of ‘a library assistant,” a copy of Mr. 
Macfarlane’s ‘‘ Library Administration” (pub. at 6s.), as some 
reward for solving what to me is a puzzle.—B.L.D.] 





A PROPOSAL FOR A L.A.A. CYCLE AND 
CAMERA CLUB. 
Dear Mr. Epitor, 

Your September correspondent (who seems very fond of 
atin) has touched upon a subject worthy of consideration. It 
has for some time past been in my mind to form a Camera and 
Cycling Club in connection with the L.A.A. Next year this 
might well be done if those who would join it will communicate 
at an early date with me. 

The second part of the letter is only too true, but is it only 
the juniors who suffer from time sheets? Alas, many seniors 
can speak only too truly of dinner hours at 1, 12, and 1.30 on 
three consecutive days, with equivalent variations for tea. 
Ruined digestions are only too common owing to these irregular 
meal times, which are not remedied, though complaint is made. 

I am, Yours faithfully, 


W. GEO. CHAMBERS. 
Stoke Newington P.L., N. 





NOTES AND NEWS. 


Acton.—The foundation stone was laid by Lord George 
Hamilton, M.P., in November, and an elevation and plan 
appeared in the Building News of October 28th. 

BarrersEA.—The Vestry have decided to abandon their 
project for raising the limit of the rate, as they have obtained 
very little support from the other local governing bodies. 

BONARBRIDGE AND CLASHMORE.—Mr. Carnegie has under- 
taken to build a library in both of these villages. 

Bristou.—A new library, the gift of Sir W. H. Wills, Bart., 
M.P., was opened in the district of St. George, by the Bishop of 
Bristol, on October 19th. 
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An examination of candidates for staff appointments in the 
Bristol Public Libraries was held at the Guildhall, Bristol, on 
October 19th, by the City Librarian (Mr. Norris Mathews), at 
which forty-one young women between the ages of 15 and 18 
presented themselves. The subjects of the examination were 
handwriting, dictation, arithmetic, geography, English history, 
and English literature. 

CaMBRIDGE.—The portrait of the veteran librarian, Mr. 
Pink, is to be presented to the library over which he has so long 
presided. 

CugLtENHaM.—The Baron de Ferrieres has offered £1,000 
towards the erection of an art gallery. 

East Ham.—On the 5th November Mr. T McKinnon Wood 
laid the foundation stone of the new library, which is the twelfth 
that Mr. J. P. Edwards will have erected or assisted to erect in 
and around London. A plan and elevation is published in the 
Building News of November 11th. 

Epmonton.—The Council have decided to open the library 
on Sunday evenings from 6 to 9 until the end of April next. 

Gootre.—The question of adopting the Acts has been referred 
to a Committee. 

Hype.—The Town Council are applying to the Local 
Government Board for permission to borrow £3,000 towards the 
cost of erecting a public library and technical school. 

Hvuiu.—An inquiry has been held by the Local Govern- 
ment Board Inspector into an application to borrow £6,774 for 
library purposes. 

J OHANNESBERG.—The new library was opened on September 
23rd with 8,000 volumes and 600 readers. 

KinMARNOCK.—The memorial stone of the library which 
Mr. James Dick is presenting to the town was laid on 
September 17th. 

Leyton.—The Council has decided not to open the library 
on Sundays. . 

Luanetty.—The public library was recently opened by 
Mr. Trubshaw, Chairman of the Town Council, with 10,000 
volumes, of which nearly half have been presented by Sir 
A. Stepney. 

MaccirsFreELp.—On October 4th the library and museum, the 
gift of Mr. P. Brocklehurst, was opened. 

MippLewicu.—On the 5th November, the Earl of Crewe 
and Sir John Brunner opened the Technical Schools and Library, 
which are a Jubilee memorial and have cost £2,500. 

Prertu.—The Sandeman Library was opened at the end of 
October by Lord Rosebery. It has cost £14,000. 

PLumMsTeAD.—An endeavour is been made to persuade the 
Commissioners to add a museum to the library buildings, plans 
of which will shortly come up for consideration. 

Sr, GrorGE-IN-THE-East.—Detailed plans and sections of 
this library appeared in the Building News of October 28th. 
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Sr. Pancras.—The Committee appointed to inquire into 
alleged irregularities in connection with the recent library poll 
has reported to the Vestry that they are quite satisfied with the 
manner the poll was conducted. 

WanpDswortx.—On 27th October Sir John Lubbock opened 
a new branch library erected mainly through the liberality of 
Mr. Corsellis. 





APPOINTMENTS. 

Brace, W., Junior Assistant, Shoreditch P.L., to be a Senior 
Assistant. 

Campin, P., Junior Assistant, Kilburn P.L., to be a Junior 
Assistant, Shoreditch P.L. 

Corns, A. R., Sub-librarian, Wigan P.L., to be Sub-librarian, 
South Shields P.L. 

GreEN, T., Assistant, Wigan P.L., to be Senior Assistant, 
Higginbotham Library, Ashton-under-Lyne. 

O’Brien, Miss N., Sub-librarian, St. Philip’s Branch, 
Bristol, to be St. George’s Branch Librarian, Bristol. 

Pirt, S. A., Sub-librarian, South Shields P.L., to be Sub- 
librarian, Aberdeen P.L. 





A PRIZE ESSAY SOHEME FOR THE L.A.A. 
PRELIMINARY NOTE. 

As we go to press, there comes to hand a most important 
letter from Mr. Thomas Greenwood, an honorary member of the 
L.A.A., and whose useful gifts to the members have already 
shewn, in a practical manner, his interest in its work. 

Mr. Greenwood generously offers to place at the disposal of 
the L.A.A. Committee a substantial donation to be used as 
prizes for essays to be written by the members in certain subjects 
to be selected. 

The help and co-operation of librarians to make the prizes 
valuable as the reward of really good papers is suggested, and 
there is no doubt that a proper scheme of prize essays, such as 
will doubtless be drawn up by the Committee at its next meeting, 
and published in the January number of this journal, will add 
much to the development of the educative value of the L.A.A. 

That Mr. Greenwood has come forward to aid us at this 
present moment in our history, is a proof of his practical 
sympathy—if proof were needed—with the line that the L.A.A, 
has taken, is taking, and will continue to take with regard to the 
educational needs of the profession. 

How best to express our appreciation of the gift it is not easy 
to write. Probably what Mr. Greenwood would value most as an 
indication of our feeling in the matter would be such an 
emulation among the members, to win one of these prizes, as 
would make the task of the examiners of the papers a difficult 
one, and as would make the senior and junior assistants who 
respectively carry off the prizes in truth the holders of “the 
blue ribbon” of the profession. 
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FROM “THE SPEAKER,” OCT. 22np. 

Our anxiety about these librarians, who are beginning to be 
a profession by themselves, is how they are to be paid. That 
librarians must live is at least as obvious in their case as in 
that of any other class. They must also, if they are to be of any 
use, be educated. In 1878 the late Mr. Robert Harrison advocated 
£250 as a minimum annual salary for a competent librarian. 
But, as Mr. Ogle of Bootle, pertinently asked at the Conference, 
“Are his views yet accepted?” We fear not. Mr. Ogl 
courageously proceeds : 

The tear of a charge of trades-unionism has long kept librarians silent 
but this matter is one of public importance, and affects educational progress 
A School-Board rate of 6d. or 1s. is willingly paid to teach our youth to read 
Shall an additional 2d. be grudged to turn that reading talent into right and 
safe channels, where it may work for the public welfare and economy ? 

That way fierce controversy and, may be, disaster lies 
Do not stir the Philistine within us. The British nation is still 
savage under the skin. It has no real love for books, libraries 
or librarians. In its hidden heart it deems them all superfluous 
Anger it, and it may in a fit of temper sweep you all away. The 
loss of all our librarians would indeed be grievous. es 
Long may librarians live and flourish. May their salaries 
increase, if not by leaps and bounds, yet in steady proportions 
Yet they will do well to remember that though there is nothing 
like leather, books are not everything. 





THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE AND ITS CLASSES. 


Probably the new series of classes will commence op 
January 4th. The syllabus is not yet quite ready, but will 
shortly be issued. A special feature of it will be lectures on 
Cataloguing by Mr. Burgoyne, of Lambeth, while Mr. Guppy’s 
lectures on Bibliography will be on Wednesday instead of 
Thursday. By the courtesy of the hon. sec., Mr. H. D. Roberts, 
copies of the syllabus will be sent out in’ due course to all 
members of the L.A.A. 





NOTICES. 


All communications as to the Library Assistants’ Associa 
tion, or as to this journal, should be addressed to the Hon 
Secretary, Mr. B. L. Dyer, Old Brompton Road, S.W. 

On the opposite page will be found a subscription form for 
next year’s journal, which it is hoped will be detached and 
extensiveiy used. Members of the L.A.A. may find it useful in 
persuading librarians to place the journal on the library lists. 

All \uatter for the January number should be sent in on 
or before the 15th December. 

All applications for books in the library of the L.A.A. should 
be addressed to the Hon. Librarian, Mr. A. H. Carter, St 
Martin's Public Library, W.C., and not to the Hon. Sec. 
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